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HIGHLIGHTS	

Nicolas Mathieu 
LEURS ENFANTS APRÈS EUX 

(The Children Who Came After Them) 
Actes Sud, August 2018 / 432 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Hanser Berlin); USA 

(The Other Press), Norway (Gyldendal, pre-
empt). 

◊ Offers in China, Albania, Serbia, Romania, 
Greece, Netherlands, Italy, Russia, Spain. 

◊ Over 33,000 copies sold. 

◊ WINNER PRIX GONCOURT 2018. 

◊ Finalist Prix Goncourt des lycéens 2018 

◊ Prix Blù/Jean-Marc Roberts 

◊ Prix de la Feuille d'or de la ville de Nancy 

◊ Prix des Medias France Bleu-France 3-L'Est 
Républicain  

◊ Prix du deuxième roman Alain Spiess 

◊ Short listed: Prix de Flore 2018 

◊ First selection: Prix Médicis 2018, Prix Eugène 
Dabit, Prix France Culture Télérama des 
étudiants. 

◊ The portrait of a France far-removed from the 
centres of globalisation, alternating between 
decency and rage.  

◊ A France where almost everybody lives, and 
which many people would like to forget. 

In this book, Nicolas Mathieu conjures up a valley, an 
era, adolescence, and the political journey of a young 
generation that has to forge its own path in a dying 
world.  

August 1992. One afternoon during a heatwave in a lost 
valley somewhere in eastern France, with its dormant 
blast furnaces and its lake.  14-year-old Anthony and his 
cousin decide to steal a canoe to find out what it’s like on 
the other side at the famous naturist beach. The trip 
ultimately takes Anthony to his first love and a first 
summer that will determine everything that happens 
afterwards - the drama of life starts for him here. 

Four summers and four defining moments, from Smells 
Like Teen Spirit to the 1998 World Cup, which capture 
the hectic lives of those living in that intermediate France 
of the medium-sized cities and their quiet residential 
estates, astride the countryside and the concrete 
expanses of the outer suburbs. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR : Nicolas Mathieu was born in 
Épinal in 1978. After studying history and cinema, he settled 
in Paris where he engaged in all sorts of educational 
activities, most of which were poorly paid. In 2014, Actes 
Sud published his AUX ANIMAUX LA GUERRE, which was 
adapted for television by Alain Tasma. These days he lives in 
Nancy, dividing his time between writing and his official job. 

« Nicolas Mathieu livre un grand roman. A la fois juste, 
profond et beau. De la très belle ouvrage, comme on disait 
au sortir du laminoir en admirant un tube d'acier. » Le 
Canard enchaîné 

« Nicolas Mathieu conçoit l'exercice littéraire comme un 
match de boxe, les mots doivent percuter pour mieux 
restituer la violence des rapports de force qui se trament 
entre les individus » 

« Un livre magistral, où le simple plaisir du vent sur la 
peau fait oublier qu'il y a tant de raisons de pleurer. » 
Marianne 

« Un texte juste, une tragédie bouleversante » / « Un 
talent hors du commun » 

« La trame est sombre, mais le roman ne l’est pas, porté 
par l’énergie de ces adolescents qu’il met en scène, la 
lumière de l’été, électrisé par le désir sexuel, la rage de vivre 
de ses protagonistes. » 

« Le texte vibre, pulse, dense et vigoureux, emporte le 
lecteur par son extraordinaire acuité, son infinie sensibilité » 

« La justesse bouleversante du regard et des dialogues, la 
beauté déchirante du texte vous prennent à la gorge » 
Télérama 

« Un magnifique roman choral » 

« Nicolas Mathieu raconte le monde, son monde, à 
hauteur de bitume. Le bouquin a les pieds sur le paillasson, 
la tête dans les mansardes, mais souvent, très souvent, il 
regarde au-delà pour peindre aujourd'hui alors qu'il parle 
d'hier. » 

« Nicolas Mathieu est un styliste qui donne à la fiction 
une force incroyable. Essentielle. Ici, l'incarnation est un 
diamant brut. Anthony est là. Si loin et si proche. Sa voix 
résonne encore. Il faut l'entendre gueuler. »  L’Express 

« Nicolas Mathieu tisse un roman d’une étonnante 
profondeur » 

« La lecture de certains passages … fait enfler une boule 
dans la gorge du lecteur, en même temps que de lire un 
roman important » 

« Depuis combien de temps n’avions-nous pas lu quelque 
chose d’aussi juste ? » Transfuge 
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Laurent Gounelle 
JE TE PROMETS LA LIBERTÉ 

(I Promise You Freedom) 
Calmann Levy, October 201, 300 pages 

 

◊ Bestseller on Amazon. 

◊ Rights sold in: Lithuania (Alma Littera), Romania 
(Editura Trei) and Turkey (Pegasus) 

◊ French sales: ! Audio-book (Audiolib), Paperback 
(Le Livre de Poche), large print (Libra Diffusio). 

◊ A real publishing phenomenon, Laurent 
Gounelle’s books have reached millions of 
readers in France and abroad, where his books 
have been translated into 27 languages. 

Following the successes of his previous books, I 
Promise You Freedom is a bright novel about life-
changing choices.  

Picture this: on the same day, your boss blasts that you 
have 10 days left to save your job, and your partner 
implies that your relationship is not working that well 
anymore. In both cases, you are told that your persona- 
lity is the issue. This awful day is the one that Sybille 
Shirdoon is living. But what is to be done to change the 
very thing that is so intrinsically herself? A former friend of 
her seems to have the answer. When she meets him 
unexpectedly, the man in front of her seems to be a 
completely different person from the one she 
remembers: Sybille does not even recognize him at first. 
He tells her about a mysterious man, the leader of a 
secret society, who masters an ancient knowledge 
capable of giving you a brand-new personality. Sybille is 
intrigued. After all, what does she have to lose? 

Always inspired by his passion for psychology and 
spirituality, Laurent Gounelle proves once more his ability 
to tell a story that enlightens how to live better with 
ourselves and others around us. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Laurent Gounelle is a writer and a 
specialist in the social sciences. His books exude his enthusiasm 
for philosophy, psychology and personal development. His � 
novels have all �become bestsellers and have been translated 
worldwide. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Maxence Fermine 
UN ÉTÉ SURRÉEL 
(A Surreal Summer) 

Michel Lafon, November 2018, 256 pages 

 

Salvador Dali’s extravagant love story. 

“I would polish Gala to make her shine, make her the 
happiest possible, caring for her more than myself, 
because without her, it would all end.’ said Salvador Dalí 
of Gala, his muse and wife of fifty years. 

Summer 1929 in Figueiras, when Salvador Dalì the 
iconoclast and provocateur meets the flamboyant Gala, 
wife of poet Paul Eluard, lover of artist Max Ernst and ten 
years his senior, one of the most extravagant love stories 
of the 20th century is born, one that will be the making 
of the great Surrealist artist, his work and his time. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Maxence Fermine was born in 
1968 in Savoy, France. His singular talent for poetic prose has 
garnered plaudits and attention since publication of his best-
selling debut novel Neige (Snow), translated in 20 languages. A 
multi-talented author, he writes for adults and children and has 
published a dozen novels with Albin Michel and Michel Lafon. 
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UPMARKET	COMMERCIAL		

David Zaoui 
SOIS-TOI MÊME,  

TOUS LES AUTRES SONT DÉJÀ PRIS 
(Be Yourself, Everyone Else Is Already Taken) 

JC Lattès, January 2019, 306 pages 

 

◊ A light-hearted, hilarious book on a serious 
subject: can one succeed in life without cheating? 

From the Paris suburbs to Montmartre, from an inner-
city chip shop to the beaches of Santo Domingo, this 
tender and eccentric novel asks the only question 
worth asking: what does it mean to succeed in life? 

 “Alfredo, have you ever thought about what your life will 
be like if you don’t make it as an artist? What will you do? 
Drive a truck, sell business cards, become a slam poet? 
What will you do since you don’t really know how to do 
anything?  

In a social housing project outside of Paris, Alfredo Scali 
lives next door to his parents and dreams of making a 
career out of his painting. But he does not want to be 
just any painter! He dedicates his work to the 
subconscious minds of animals: bipolar bears and 
kleptomaniac crabs are just some of his subjects… 

Surrounded by his zookeeper father, an obsessive, pastry-
baking mother, a grandmother losing her battle with 
Alzheimer’s, an enchanting yet unattainable Italian tourist 
and an unemployment counselor specializing in mind-
numbing jobs, his life as an artist full of hopes and doubts 
appears compromised. 

Everything changes when Alfredo inherits Schmidt, the 
therapy monkey assigned to help his grandmother. But 
Schmidt, a malicious Capuchin monkey, is about to turn 
our hero’s life - and his painting career - upside down… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: David Zaoui was born in 1977 
in the suburbs of Paris. He took acting lessons and 
worked as a film director and producer for several years 
in the USA. Today he devotes his time to writing.  His 
first novel, I am a humanist killer (Paul et Mike, 2018) 
earned him the Best First Novel Award at Chambéry 
Literary festival.   

	

 
 

 

 
 

Olga Lossky 
RISQUE ZÉRO 

(Zero Risk) 
Denoël, January 2019, 288 pages  

 

◊ A foray into a highly developed and rich world 
that explores potential consequences of our 
present on society’s future evolution. 

◊ An undecided main character who pulls the 
reader into her simultaneous fascination for and 
aversion to a world that is too perfect. 

◊ Through Victorien’s character, the novel avoids 
the black and white clichés of the science fiction 
genre by placing Providence in the realm of 
playful curiosity and exploration, instead of cold 
and calculating technology. 

Joining “Providence” is the guarantee of a life without 
accidents, without disease, without any bad surprises. 
A blessing or a curse in disguise? 

In the mid-21st century, Providence revolutionized 
medical care and the lives of millions of people with “the 
angel’s feather,” a subcutaneous chip that records the 
member’s health in real time with one goal in mind: zero 
risk. Agnès Carmini lives in this micromanaged world, in 
which her meals and sleep are managed by Providence. 
On the whole, she is content with this regular schedule, 
which calms her anxiety. However, although her husband, 
Victorien, is one of the masterminds behind the 
Providence project, she is unable to completely subscribe 
to the system and looks for outlets elsewhere: as an 
anesthetist in a public hospital (one of the few remaining 
hospitals to refuse digital medicine) or with her children 
in a very mystical family. 

Everything changes the day that a Providence member 
dies on the operating table and Agnès is accused of 
negligence. Could “zero risk” be just a myth, or worse, a 
simple marketing tool? If even the wife of one of the 
project’s creators doesn’t believe in digital medicine, how 
can the rest of us trust Providence? The ensuing media 
nightmare will turn every aspect of Agnès’ and her 
family’s life on its head. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: RISQUE ZÉRO is Olga Lossky’s 
third novel with Denoël. Like in LA MAISON ZEIDAWI (2013, 
rights sold to Israel/Keter and Romania/Adantis) and LE REVERS 
DE LA MÉDAILLE (2016), she continues to explore the themes 
of filiation and the tensions between our relationship to the 
mystical and rational worlds. 
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Jean-Gabriel Causse 
INTERNET PREND UNE MAJUSCULE  

(Out of the Cloud) 
Via Alain Timsit, March 2019, 213 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available! 

◊ Turning Internet into a full-fledged character 
that can feel and think, but that needs to be 
tamed, opens interesting perspectives and makes 
readers think.  

◊ This “barely futuristic” novel helps readers 
understand Internet’s role in our lives… and 
what might happen if we continue to be 
connected all the time… making us want 
to “disconnect”. 

◊ A novel and a subject that will be particularly 
appealing to young adults who have grown up 
with Internet 

Humanity has delivered the most wonderful baby. He 
is brillant, well-read and well-connected. He learns at 
the speed of light. His name is Internet... and 
eventually he will take over! And what if it were for the 
greater good? 

Out of the Cloud starts with Internet preventing human 
beings from destroying the planet. Justine is the hacker 
who witnesses it all: the missiles in the air and Internet 
taking over to avoid a catastrophe. But Internet, in spite 
of his power and supreme intelligence, behaves like a ten-
year-old on the autistic spectrum. With the help of the 
former president of the USA, Justine begins to educate 
our hero, who saved the planet thanks to a sudden surge 
of self-awareness coupled with survival instinct. 
Understanding Internet's uncontrollable power, the 
American government decides to shut him down. With 
the unexpected complicity of an NSA colonel who had 
been on their trail, we follow the protagonists on a nail-
biting, high-speed marathon from New York to Shanghai, 
via the Carribean and Paris, to save the world and 
keepîng Internet alive. Jean-Gabriel Causse leads us on an 
exciting and particularly enjoyable adventure that 
explores our connected world and the future that may 
be waiting for us. The first novel with Internet for a hero. 
A real page turner! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean-Gabriel Causse is the author 
of a first novel LES CRAYONS DE COULEURS translated in 10 
languages, optioned for an international cinema adaptation and 
the popular-science book on color L'ETONNANT POUVOIR 
DES COULEURS, a bestseller translated in 15 languages. Out of 
the Cloud will be published in France in March 2019 by 
Flammarion 

	

Sébastien Raizer  
3 MINUTES, 7 SECONDES  

La Manufacture de Livres, November 2018, 148 pages 

 

◊ Claustrophobic and oppressive with a 
disconcerting finale. 

◊ An original plot baring the fingerprints of Asian 
philosophy, in which author is well versed  

The final 3 minutes, 7 secondes of 316 passengers on 
board of an aircraft. A claustrophobic and oppressive 
novella with a disconcerting finale ! 

At twilight, flight MU 729 leaves Shanghai for Kyoto. But 
as the Boeing 777 flies over the China Sea, a North 
Korean ballistic missile takes the aircraft for its target. 

The news is transmitted to the pilot. In a few moments, 
the plane will be destroyed. No escape. 

On board the aircraft, the 316 passengers live out their 
final moments. They have only 3 minutes and 7 seconds 
to know what meaning to bring to these ultimate instants. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1969, Sébastien Raizer is a 
writer, translator of Japanese and English, and editor of books 
on the world of rock and roll at Camion Blanc. He published his 
first novel in 1999 at Verticales and then with Gallimard in Série 
Noire and Folio. He is most notably the author of A Little Zen 
Oration and his series of noir novels The Alignment of the 
Equinoxes. He lives in Tokyo. 
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LITERARY	FICTION	

Laurent Gaudé 
SALINA LES TROIS EXILS  

(Salina, The Three Exiles) 
Actes Sud, October 2018, 144 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), World English 

(Europa). 

◊ Under option in Portugal (Porto editor), Arabic 
(Dar Al Mada).  

What is the story of Salina, the mother of three sons, 
the woman thrice exiled, the abandoned soul who 
cried salt tears?  

Abandoned to the hyenas at the edge of a distant village, 
she was taken in by Mamambala and brought up as her 
own daughter within a clan who always considered her 
an outsider and sought to subjugate her. In her twilight 
years, as her youngest son reaches adulthood, he finds 
himself tasked with recounting her life so that she can find 
in death the peace that was refused to her in life, and so 
that her story can pass into legend. Ploughing once again 
the mythical and archaic furrows of La Mort du roi Tsongor, 
Laurent Gaudé creates in Salina another of those 
powerful but ill-starred women, formidable in love and 
implacable in their vengeance. The sweetness of these 
posthumous words will bring Salina tranquillity and finally 
afford her a place among her brethren. The novel as a 
form of ultimate homage to a wild and radiant heroine. 

A novelist, short story writer and playwright born in 1972, 
Laurent Gaudé won the Prix Goncourt in 2004 for Le Soleil des 
Scorta. All of his works, which have been translated the world 
over, have been published by Actes Sud. 

« Un conte bref et puissant. Une saisissante réflexion sur 
l’exil et la vengeance. » La Grande Librairie 

« Une magnifique fable écrite dans un style aussi 
percutant que la chaleur du désert où elle prend place. » 
Causette 

« Avec ce roman-ode brûlé de soleil, l'écrivain-dramaturge 
confirme qu'il est un de nos meilleurs conteurs. » Les Echos 

« Comme dans Le Soleil des Scorta, on retrouve 
dans Salina une lignée soumise à la cruauté du sort. Mais 
c'est sur tout à sa veine homérique - qui faisait la singularité 
de La Mort du roi Tsongor— que revient ici l'auteur. Une 
fois encore, on se laisse emporter par son lyrisme et ses 
thèmes légendaires » Le Nouveau Magazine Littéraire 

« En dix chapitres qui sont autant de tableaux, 
transcendant l’amour et la vengeance par un verbe des plus 
puissants, Laurent Gaudé fait de ce récit un mausolée » 
LIRE 

 
 

Jean Rolin 
CRAC 

P.O.L., January 2019 

 

'Lawrence and I have this at least in common, that a 
little over half a century apart, we each spent part of 
our childhood in Dinard.' In his new book, French 
travel writer and psychogeographer Jean Rolin sets out 
to share rather more with the man known to all as 
Lawrence of Arabia - by following in his footsteps 
across the contemporary Middle East. 

In 1909, the year of his twenty-first birthday, T.E. 
Lawrence (who was not yet 'of Arabia') walked out in 
high summer, in the Middle East, to begin a hike of some 
1800 kilometres, visiting thirty-five citadels dating from 
the time of the Crusades. Over the preceding three 
summers, he had journeyed throughout France by bike 
visiting almost every fortified castle in the country in 
order to complete his Oxford thesis on 'The Influence of 
the Crusades on European Military Architecture.' 
Crac is Rolin's account of a Middle Eastern journey 
undertaken in Lawrence's footsteps, in 2017/18, guided 
by his surviving letters, with a particular focus on the 
region's medieval citadels, such as Beaufort in southern 
Lebanon, the Crac (or Krak) des Chevaliers in Syria, and 
the citadels of Salah Ed-Din and Kerak in Jordan, caught 
once more in the thick of the region's conflicts.   
But Rolin does much more than step into Lawrence's 
shoes: his subtle narrative confronts historical wrong turns 
and his own misadventures alike: 'So that finally, I found 
myself being driven in a Mercedes, with Charbel as my 
escort, in search of a citadel that Lawrence himself had 
never set eyes on.'  
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: David Jean Rolin was born in 
1949. He is a writer and journalist. Among his many 
works published, LA LIGNE DU FRONT (Prix Albert 
Londres 1988), ZONES, L’ORGANISATION (Prix 
Médicis 1996), LA CLÔTURE, CHRÉTIENS, ORMUZ 
(Prix de la Langue Française 2013) and LE TRAQUET 
KURDE (Prix Vialatte 2018).  
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Elisabeth Filhol 
DOGGERLAND 

(Doggerland) 
POL, January 2019, 350 pages 

 

The central presence in this sweeping novel of 
fractured lives, hearts and continents, is a shoal in the 
North Sea: the Dogger Bank. Eight thousand years 
ago, before the waters rose, it was an inhabited island 
almost the size of Sicily today. Archaeologists have 
given it a name: Doggerland. 

In the late 1980’s, Margaret, a geologist, turns her back on 
drilling for oil in order to make a study of this mysterious 
territory, just as Marc Berthelot forsakes the Geology 
Department at St Andrew’s University (and Margaret 
herself) for a life of adventure as an oil engineer aboard 
the off-shore rigs, pegging his existence to the dizzying 
rise and fall of the price of a barrel of Brent crude (North 
Sea oil). 

Twenty years later, Marc and Margaret are both invited 
to a conference in Esbjerg, Denmark. But on the eve of 
the event – the night of December 5, 2013 – Britain’s 
North Sea coast is placed on Red Alert. Cyclone Xaver is 
sweeping across northern Europe, its escalating strength 
matched by the reader’s growing fascination as it stirs the 
ghosts of Doggerland and revives the memories and 
choices of twenty years ago, challenging the extreme 
conditions of life aboard the oil platforms, the 
development of wind farms, and mankind’s increasingly 
intense exploitation of our natural resources... 

History doesn’t repeat itself, as Mark Twain once said, but 
as every geologist knows, forces at work across vast 
distances and expanses of time are capable of breaking 
open old rifts – or closing them forever. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Elisabeth Filhol worked in 
industry before publishing her first novel, LA CENTRALE 
(‘The Power Station’) with P.O.L. in 2010, for which she 
was awarded the Prix France Culture-Télérama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Atiq Rahimi 
LES PORTEURS D’EAU  

 (The Water Carriers) 
POL, January 2019, 300 pages 

 

◊ Combining fairy tales and ancient wisdom with 
the cruel history of our age. 

◊ Two parallel, powerfully tragic lives – characters 
whose paths never cross, but who deliver a 
magnificent, poignant, polyphonic story of exile, 
memory, love and liberty. 

Atiq Rahimi’s new novel takes place over a single day: 
March 11, 2001, the day on which the Taliban 
destroyed the two ancient Buddhas in Bamiyan, 
Afghanistan. 

A couple in Paris, early that morning. Tom gets out of 
bed and prepares to leave for Amsterdam. He has 
decided to leave his wife, Rina, who lies sleeping beside 
him. Tom is Afghan, a travelling salesman exiled in France. 
He suffers from paramnesia, and an obsessive sense of 
déjà-vu. In Amsterdam, he is meeting his mistress, a 
mysterious woman called Nuria. But she has disappeared. 
When an elderly woman, Rospinoza, reveals a completely 
different version of events to Tom, he feels his life is 
changing forever. 

A couple in Kabul, early that morning. Yusef gets out of 
bed and prepares to go to his work as a water carrier – 
or risk the fury of the Taliban, and 97 strokes of the lash 
on his back. He tears himself from gazing at Shirine, the 
wife of his exiled brother. An innocent, solitary figure, he 
senses a strange new feeling, revealed to him by his 
friend, a Sikh Afghan shopkeeper who has converted to 
Buddhism. And it is Yusef, the little water carrier, who will 
change the lives of those around him, forever. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Atiq Rahimi was born in Kabul 
in 1962. Rahimi fled Afghanistan in 1984 and received 
political asylum in France where he graduated a doctorate 
in audiovisual media at the Sorbonne. Besides writing 
books and theatre plays, he is also producing 
documentary movies and the fiction movies Earth and 
Ashes, awarded in Cannes in 2004, and Syngué sabour 
launched in 2012 and a world success. In 2008, Atiq 
Rahimi was awarded France’s most prestigious literary 
prize, the Prix Goncourt, for the novel SYNGUE 
SABOUR, translated into more than 30 languages. 
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Hélène Frappat 
LE DERNIER FLEUVE 

(The Last River) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 240 pages 

 
◊ A novel that throws every genre into the melting 

pot - fairy tale and adventure story, dream 
premonition and ancestral nightmare, biblical 
parable and environmental fable - and ultimately 
transcends them all. 

Hélène Frappat turns childhood into a mythological 
land where children are gentle soldiers with dark and 
obstinate hopes and the world is flirting with its own 
demise.  

Mo is carrying his little brother Jo on his back. They are 
two small boys detached from their past and any 
background. They are walking, but don’t know for how 
long they have been walking, or where their feet are 
leading them. When they arrive at a river in the morning, 
it seems like this must have been their destination all 
along. Mo and Jo’s adventure is not so much about 
childhood as about life and death. It is marked by 
extraordinary encounters that are also frightening, 
threatening and redemptive. The seasons pass and the 
boys grow up. And then the elder one senses that the 
moment has come to leave this safe place and, like the 
river, to seek the sea.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR : Hélène Frappat is a novelist: Sous 
réserve (Allia, 2004), L’Agent de liaison (Allia, 2007), Par 
effraction (Allia, 2009), inverno (Actes Sud, 2011) and Lady 
Hunt (Actes Sud, 2013). A graduate in philosophy and a lover 
of cinema, she is also the author of Jacques Rivette, Secret 
compris (Cahiers du cinéma, 2001), Trois films fantômes de 
Jacques Rivette (Cahiers du cinéma, 2002), Roberto Rossellini 
(Cahiers du cinéma/Le Monde, 2008) and most recently Toni 
Servillo, nouveau monstre (Séguier, 2018). 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marie Sizun 
LES SOEURS AUX YEUX BLEUS 

(Sisters With Blue Eyes) 
Arléa, January 2019, 320 pages 

 

◊ LE PÈRE DE LA PETITE has been translated in 
English (Pereine press, 2016). 

◊ LA GOUVERNANTE SUÉDOISE has been 
published in pocket by Folio (Gallimard), in May 
2018 (more than 10.000 copies sold). 

◊ Passing from the nineteenth to the twentieth 
century, we find with happiness the characters of 
La Gouvernante suédoise, the heavy secrets of her 
ancestors, "these silent masters of our destinies", 
and Marie Sizun’s talent to revive the dead, 
tirelessly questioning a past occulted, painful or 
soothing. 

In this novel, Marie Sizun continues to explore the 
history of her own family and her Franco-Swedish 
origins, which inspire her with this second instalment of 
a magnificent novelistic saga.  

In her previous novel, La Gouvernante suédoise, Marie 
Sizun was attached to the destiny of Sézeneau and 
Bergvist. She continues here the chronicle of this Franco-
Swedish family that one finds, in 1877, in the large house 
of Meudon that the family occupies since four years. 
Hulda, the young mother of five children of Leon 
Sézeneau, has just died of physical and mental exhaustion 
after discovering the relationship that her husband had 
with the governess, Livia. 

After the tragedy that reached each member of the 
family, Livia wallows in silence and agrees to follow 
Leonardo Sézeneau and his three daughters in St. 
Petersburg. She needs to survive to the absent one, the 
children grow up ; we learn step by step the reasons of 
Hulda’s death. But the housekeeper must fade before the 
growing hostility of children. Back in France, in Brittany, 
then in Paris, while the shadow of Livia hover over the 
fate of the three sisters, the chance will bring them 
together, the secrets will be revealed, and the two 
families will try to close the wounds still alive three 
generations later. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marie Sizun, born in 1940, an 
associate of letters, taught in France, then Germany and 
Belgium, before devoting herself to writing. Since 2001, she 
share her time between Paris and Brittany. She published all her 
books at Arléa, including LA FEMME DE L’ALLEMAND (2007, 
price of readers of magazine ELLE), LA GOUVERNANTE 
SUÉDOISE (2016, Brittany Award) and VOUS AVEZ VU 
VIOLETTE? (2017, award from the French Academy). 
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Philippe de la Genardière 
MARE NOSTRUM 

(Mare Nostrum) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 272 pages 

 

Adelphe, a man of mature years, lives on his own in Paris. 
For many years he has been an editor at a Parisian 
publishing house. Adelphe has always sought energy and 
light in beauty. A young woman called Maïsha appears in 
his life and upsets his fragile equilibrium. She is black and 
from a different background, but she sees in him an 
individual immersed in a bygone world that is outdated, 
culpable and yet alluring. But their nights of passion are 
pierced by a suspect past which engenders revolt in this 
woman who has grown up so far from her ancestral land. 
In the arms of the white man, the young orphan of an 
imagined Africa works herself up into a fury: that of an 
entire people destroyed by slavery. Her violence will 
ultimately drive Adelphe away. 

Immersing us by turns in the memories of our dark 
collective past and in the meanderings of the irrational 
mind, the writing of Philippe de la Genardière confers on 
this burning quest that appropriate sense of perspective 
that literature imposes on the real world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Philippe de la Genardière was 
born in 1949 in the south of France. He is the author of some 
fifteen books – novels, essays and poetry collections. 
MORBIDEZZA (1994), GAZO (1996), LEGS (1996), LE 
TOMBEAU DE SAMSON (1998), SIMPLES MORTELS (2003), 
ROMA/ ROMAN (2013) and LE ROMAN DE LA 
COMMUNAUTÉ (Babel) have been published by Actes Sud, 
and L’ANNÉE DE L’ÉCLIPSE (2008) by Sabine Weispiser. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corinne Royer 
CE QUI NOUS REVIENT 
(What Comes Back To Us) 

Actes Sud, January 2019, 272 pages 

 
 

Louisa Gorki was ten when her mother kissed her and 
said ‘See you in three days’ time!’ – and she never came 
back. Only two months later did the girl learn from her 
father why Elena had left: she hadn’t gone off to work but 
rather to abort a Down syndrome child. After the 
procedure, she had felt incapable of returning. Fifteen 
years later, Louisa is studying for a PhD in medicine 
focusing on the identification of the extra copy of genes 
on chromosome 21. In the course of her studies she 
meets Marthe Gautier, a scientist who played a key role 
in discovering this trisomy but whose contribution has 
never been recognised. 

What Comes Back To Us are the memories, that subtle 
arranging of elements of the past that sculpts every 
individual, but the title also contains a demand: the story 
of Marthe Gautier is an illustration of the ‘Matilda effect’, 
or the process of denying or minimising the contribution 
of female research scientists in the interests of their male 
colleagues.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Born in 1967, Corinne Roye used 
to run a marketing agency and made documentaries on the arts 
and environmental issues, she then decided to devote herself to 
writing, contributing freelance articles to a number of magazines. 
This novel is her fourth, following on from M COMME 
MOHICAN (Héloïse d’Ormesson, 2009), LA VIE 
CONTRARIÉE DE LOUISE (Héloïse d’Ormesson, 2012, Prix 
Terre de France / La Montagne) and ET LEURS BAISERS AU 
LOIN LES SUIVENT (Actes Sud, 2016). 
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Boris Leroy 
L’ÉDUCATION OCCIDENTALE 

(Western Education) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 160 pages  

 
◊ Attentiveness and admirable patience are the 

great strength of this novel which addresses 
questions that are both deep and painfully 
topical while also delivering a suspenseful 
account of a fascinating investigation.  

Ona arrives in Abuja with a clearly defined mission: to 
help develop the forensic capacities of the police 
throughout west Africa. But when an attack requires her 
presence at the scene of a violent explosion to perform 
the initial examinations and she has the impression that 
she recognises the face of her chauffeur, who 
disappeared a little while ago, the very analytical Ona 
cannot resist formulating theories or the temptation to 
solve the case herself. The novel takes us inside the head 
of the young woman as she compiles an inventory of the 
evidence strewn across the crime scene. We follow her 
trains of conjecture, which sometimes exceed the bounds 
of objective analysis, and her confrontation with the 
horror of the here and now as she attempts to 
reconstruct the events leading up to a man’s tragic 
demise. The narrative pays great attention to detail and is 
underscored by the ethical stance of the author.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1972, Boris Le Roy is the 
author of two novels published by Actes Sud: AU MOINDRE 
GESTE (2012) and DU SEXE (2014). He wrote 
L’ÉDUCATION OCCIDENTALE after living for several months 
in Nigeria. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Caroline Lunoir 
PREMIÈRE DAME 

(First Lady) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 192 pages 

 
 

 

 

◊ An intimate examination of a woman who has 
lived only for her loved ones and discovers that 
she exercises power of an ambiguous kind. 

◊ A social critique of a privileged milieu cut off 
from reality, this lively novel blends the irony of 
false resignation with an ambivalent feminism. 

Euphoria and family pride greet Paul’s announcement that 
he will be standing in his party’s primaries for the 
presidential election. Marie the devout wife begins a 
notebook to mark the occasion in which she intends to 
chronicle the events of the next two years. Marie has 
always been at Paul’s side and this partner in the shadows 
does not anticipate how the spotlight trained on her 
husband will bring her into the limelight too - especially 
when revelations concerning her status as spouse and 
mother start to come out. Her intimate journal then 
becomes an outlet where she stoically lists all the bitter 
pills she has to swallow.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A criminal lawyer, Caroline Lunoir 
lives and works in Paris. She has written two other novels, both 
published by Actes Sud: LA FAUTE DE GOÛT (2011) and AU 
TEMPS POUR NOUS (2015, Prix littéraire des Sables-d’Olonne 
– Prix Simenon). 
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Céline Minard 
LES BACCHANTES 

(The Bacchae) 
Rivages, January 2019 �, 112 pages 

 

◊ Between La Casa De Papel and a script by Álex 
de la Iglesia  on stilettos. 

◊ Céline Minard offers readers a sensually 
subversive tale, one that confronts two points of 
view about wine head-on. 

◊ One is incarnated by Coetzer, the owner of the 
wine cellar, and based on expertise and a 
commercial, speculative logic; the other, 
represented by the Bombshell, the Brunette and 
the Clown, the three skillful female robbers, is 
trying to get back to the essence of wine-
drinking: pleasure. 

Céline Minard toys with the conventions of hold-up 
films, offering readers a superbly enjoyable blend of 
action, sensuality, feminism and enology. 

For the past 59 hours, Jackie Thran’s brigade has been 
surrounding the most secure wine cellar in Hong Kong, 
one that was installed in a former British Army bunker. A 
group of robbers has managed to get inside and is 
holding the impressive collction of wine bottles – worth 
over $350 million – hostage. 

Suddenly, Alpha bunker’s armor-plated security door 
opens a crack. A gloved hand appears, and places a bottle 
on the ground outside. Then a foot shod in a classic black 
pump pokes out of the door, which is just barely ajar, and 
pushes the glass body slightly out of range, before the 
steel door slams shut again. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Céline Minard has written several 
novels, including FAILLIR ÊTRE FLINGUÉ (“Nearly Get Shot” - 
Livre Inter 2014 Prize) and LE GRAND JEU (The Great Game). 
She is recognized as one of the most singular voices in 
contemporary French literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Hélène Gestern 
L’EAU QUI DORT 
(The Sleeping Water) 

Arléa, October 2018, 384 pages 

 

◊ Hélène Gestern’s best-seller, EUX SUR LA 
PHOTO has been translated in English (Gallic 
books) and Italian (Sperling & Kupfer). 

◊ Her previous book, L’ODEUR DE LA FORÊT 
(Arléa, 2016), has been translated in German (S. 
Fischer Verlag) in July 2018. 

L’EAU QUI DORT questions the question of literal 
disappearance and its consequences in the lives of 
those who remain: the choice, one day, to desert your 
own existence, and how do others to compose with 
this absence.  

One evening, Benoît Lauzanne, a Parisian sales 
representative, leaves the marital home to stop coming 
back. At the buffet of the station of the provincial city 
where he took refuge, he is overwhelmed by a woman 
whose silhouette reminds him in a troubling way Irina, a 
painter who was the great love of his youth. But Irina 
disappeared twenty years earlier without leaving a trace. 
From then on, Lauzanne will have only one obsession: to 
find this woman. His quest will lead him to cross a 
garden, to reconnect with nature, which he would have 
liked to devote to his life, but also to be involved in a 
criminal investigation. The steps that mark the search for 
Irina will lead him to relive different episodes of the past 
that he has tried to leave behind, but of which he remains 
the prisoner. 

A meditation on nature, its peculiar rhythm, its ability to 
repair and the power it has to counterbalance the 
sorrows of existence. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hélène Gestern is forty-five years 
old. She lives and works in Nancy. She is the author of five 
books, all published by Arléa. EUX SUR LA PHOTO, her first 
novel, has sold more than 60,000 copies, won more than 20 
literary awards and draws upon, among other things, her 
interests in photography. 
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NEW	VOICES 

Joseph Ponthus 
À LA LIGNE ! 

(A Factory Diary) 
La Table Ronde, January 2019, 272 pages 

 
◊ Prose written like an epic song, with a style that 

is, magically, both simple and sumptuous, and by 
turn distanced, angry, funny and affectionate. 

◊ The narrator he turns his working life into an 
Odyssey — except his Ulysses is fighting tons of 
cyclopean whelks, or beef carcasses heading to 
the rendering plant. 

◊ Reading his hypnotic verses and measured prose, 
we are immediately beguiled by this voice that 
can describe in infinite detail the activity of work, 
with the noise, the fatigue, the dreams lost in the 
repetition of tiresome rituals, the pain of an 
exhausted body. He gets it right every time, by 
stepping up the register, turning from anger to 
humor, from rage to love. 

◊ À la ligne is part of a tradition of proletarian 
literature, from Henry Poulaille to Robert 
Linhardt, via Georges Navel: a tradition that 
Joseph Ponthus revitalizes from top to bottom, 
adding a poetic dimension that, as Rimbaud 
would have it, opens up the hope of effecting 
change in our lives. 

The story of a man of letters who finds himself 
employed as a casual worker in the fish canneries and 
slaughterhouses of Brittany. 

He catalogues everything that makes him wish for his 
working day to end as soon as possible. And he 
transforms it into a narrative that presents itself like a war 
diary, or like a devotional manuscript with its psalms, its 
acts of benediction, its prayers for the dead. 

Starting a new paragraph (“à la ligne”) creates pauses in 
the text. Here is the white space in which we encounter 
the woman he loves, Pok Pok the dog, his reading of 
prose and poetry, the bliss of Sundays, the smell of the 
sea. 

À la ligne is a lyrical settling of scores: a way to get 
through everyday life, amidst the noise and smells of the 
factory, by summoning the poets he has loved, the 
writers who illuminated his childhood, his adolescence 
and his adult life. And with repetitive actions comes 
unique experience: during his work, with its mechanical 
activity, the memories come back to him. The narrator 
has led another life: he remembers his Latin lessons, he 
was a musketeer with Dumas, he was the lover of Lou 
and Madeleine with Apollinaire, he was nostalgic and 

joyful with the songs of Trenet, he did battle with Marx. 
This is his provisional victory against everything that hurts, 
everything that alienates, everything that could stand in 
the way of his paradoxical and invincible happiness of 
being in the world while surrounded by the horrors of 
industrialisation. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Joseph Ponthus was born in 1978. 
After studying literature in Reims and social work in Nancy, he 
worked for more than ten years in special education in the Paris 
suburbs where he directed and published Nous... La Cité 
(Éditions Zones, 2012). He now lives and works in Brittany. À 
LA LIGNE is his first novel. 

« À la ligne est une complainte de l’intérimaire qui tente 
d’arracher du beau à un quotidien qui en manque tant, du 
sens à l’absurdité. C’est une litanie, une chanson de geste, 
où les blancs entre les paragraphes oeuvrent comment une 
respiration, ouvrent une fenêtre pour aérer la puanteur de 
l’usine. » Livres Hebdo  
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Estelle-Sarah Bulle 
LÀ OÙ LES CHIENS ABOIENT  

PAR LA QUEUE 
(Where The Dogs Bark By The Tail) 
Liana Levi, August 2018, 288 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: World English (Farrar Straus & 
Giroux)  

◊ Already 15,000 copies sold! 

◊ Winner of: Prix Stanislas 2018 

◊ Long-listed for: Prix du roman Fnac, Prix du 
Style 2018 

◊ A rich and remarkable style, not unlike the most 
astonishing pages of Gabrièl Garcìa Màrquez and 
Isabèl Allende. 

◊ The story of a lost paradise, written by the 
nostalgic tone of every emigrant that still tries to 
find his place in the world. 

◊ The aunt Antoine is a strong, independent 
female character which is impossible to forget; 
she unveils her aspirations, love stories and 
controversial decisions. 

A universal and breath-taking family saga that carries 
us throughout half a century of history of the heavenly 
beautiful caribbean island, Guadeloupe. 

A young woman born in the suburbs of Paris, whose skin 
colour and holiday memories alone link her to her 
father’s native Guadeloupe, asks herself questions about 
her metis identity. At her request, her old aunt Antoine, 
flamboyant and indomitable, unfolds the history of their 
family, the Ezechiels, which echoes that of the island in 
the second half of the twentieth century. In an 
effervescent story, interspersed by commentaries of other 
members of the family, Antoine tells the tale: a childhood 
deep in the countryside with a bit of a bandit father and a 
light-skinned mother who died early; the splendours and 
the slums of Pointe-à-Pitre; the traditions and beliefs; the 
eruption of modernity; male-female relationships; the rifts 
in a highly hierarchical society...  

Carried along by unforgettable characters and amazingly 
inventive language, Where the Dogs Bark by the Tail pieces 
together all the nuances of Carribean culture, its richness 
and its hidden wounds. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Estelle-Sarah Bulle was born in 
Créteil, France, in 1974 to a West Indian father and a Belgian 
mother. Where the Dogs Bark by the Tail is her first novel. 

“A melodic, endearing, and piquant novel with the flavour 
of true stories” Le Figaro  

 “An essential testimony.” L’Humanité 

Pascal Gleizes 
SAN PERDIDO 

Calmann Levy, January 2019 

 

San Perdido, a powerful first novel by Pascal Gleize, 
calls upon the sounds, smells and colours of South 
America through a sensual and extremely evocative 
writing style. 

One morning in June 1946, in a rubbish tip in San 
Perdido, a small coastal town in Panama, a black child 
with blue eyes appears out of nowhere. Endowed with 
what seems to be a singular strength, this mute orphan 
grows up in the favela and goes by the name Yerbo. 

Amidst prostitutes, American soldiers and dockers, in a 
town ruled by the black market, corruption and the 
survival of the fittest, Yerbo becomes a silent vigilante for 
the oppressed. Through this mysterious boy’s incredible 
journey, with his magnetic gaze and superhuman grip, the 
stories of those who cross his path are unveiled. Powerful 
individuals, consumed by ambition and the fear of losing 
everything, but also outcasts and women, who never give 
up, moving forward with unfailing optimism. 

This is also the story of San Perdido, a multicultural town, 
at once cruel and colourful, caught between the 
Caribbean Sea and the jungle, where extreme poverty 
rubs shoulders with extravagant luxury, and where 
superstition and religious beliefs resist the modern world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1960 in Créteil, Pascal 
Gleizes has gone from being a body repairman to a cleaner, 
dishwasher, cinema ticket inspector, rock band member, actor 
and director. Over the years, he has also written around fifteen 
plays, several of which have been aired on the French radio 
station, France Culture. 
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ITALIAN	WRITERS 

Carola Susana 
LA PRIMA VITA DI ITALO ORLANDO 

(The First Life of Italo Orlando) 
Minimum Fax, October 2018 

 
◊ This short engaging and thrilling novel could be 

read as a stand alone or as part of a trilogy in 
which Italo Orlando will appear again in other 
important historical periods (the second volume 
will be set in the 70’s).  

◊ Carola Susani has a strong visual way of 
narrating and a sublime style that produces a 
deep impact on the reader.  

◊ Reading this story is like leafing through an 
album of photographs, each scene is immediately 
visually perceived (actually some pictures are 
present in the novel).  

In the western part of Sicily, at the end of Fifties, Irene, 
a preadolescent girl, finds in her almond groves a 
young yellow-skinned man: he’s naked and seems he is 
sleeping. He has come out from nowhere. He doesn’t 
have past, nor memory.  

Irene’s family – her father, a photographer, and her old 
very rich grandmother – accepts him in their home in 
Settecannelle and gives him the name Italo, but he brings 
luck and disruption in return. He transforms everything he 
touches, he lights a fire in a blocked chimney, he brings 
electric light, running water, he finds disappeared water 
sources. He gradually extends his gifts to the nearby 
farmhouses. Children run after him, having being seduced 
by his playful energy, because he plays, he does nothing 
but play.  But who really is Italo Orlando? People say that 
there is something of disturbing, dark, threatening in him. 
In the meanwhile, in that town, oil has been discovered, 
so the forgetful man joins the engineers and technicians 
that have come to find the black gold. Is there a relation 
between Italo’s appearance and the changes that are 
going to happen? Is he maybe a mercurial, fatal, god of 
changement that will erase the old world in the name of 
the ambiguous metamorphosis of present days? Surely his 
arrival and his terrible legacy will mark the passage of 
Irene to adult age.  The first novel of a trilogy which will 
see the return of this fascinating character in three key 
moments of our national history. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Carola Susani writes for adults and 
children. She collaborated with Lo Straniero, Gli Asini and la 
Repubblica; she leads seminars on reading and writing. She 
published PECORE VIVE (2006, shortlisted for the Strega Prize) 
and ERAVAMO BAMBINI ABBASTANZA (2012, Lo Straniero 
Prize). 

 

 
 

Eduardo Savarese 
LE COSE DI PRIMA 

(As Before) 
Minimum Fax, September 2018, 202 pages 

 

◊ A simple but very powerful story, that pluck the 
strings of the reader’s heart.  

◊ The story is set in a beautiful Naples, the perfect 
location for such a dense narration. 

Can a melodrama be still written? Is it possible to 
adapt the musical structure and the language of other 
times to a novel? This is the courageous bet attempted 
by Eduardo Savarese. 

In the story of Simone, a teenage affected by muscular 
dystrophy, everything seems to be unlikely and almost 
exotic, but page after page the protagonist’s condition 
reveals all its painful limitations and contrasts: his forced 
inertia and his desire of growing up, his need of being 
loved and his difficulty of expressing himself, his 
innocence and the weight of the fractures caused to his 
familiar relations. His illness isolates and divides, makes 
the movements of those who surrounds him nicer, 
pollutes the dynamics of feelings. His mother has a tired, 
neurotic and hysteric voice, the voice of those who 
would like to go on living but can’t do so. Pierotta is the 
depressed and unstable little girl with whom Simone 
duets. A professor of quantum physics, Filippo Pittari, is 
the brilliant baritone who strives to keep a message of 
balance and hope, performing a parental role.  In this little 
solar system that obeys only to laws of science, there is a 
real soprano, the famous Lea Hertsbush, the only one to 
blatantly sing off-key in public. Simone hasn’t stopped to 
chase the hug of Thomas, his father of Syrian origin who 
abandoned him. He wants to know if he is a deserter or 
a hero, and if it’s true that no one of us is able to escape 
our fate. The final act is reserved to the two of them, 
with the background of a snowy Jerusalem. Because, like 
Julian Barnes wrote, only the melodrama goes straight to 
the aim. And it reminds us of the essentiality of life. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Eduardo Savarese lives in Naples, 
is a magistrate and an expert of international legislation. With 
edizioni e/o he published his novels: Non passare per il sangue 
(2012) and Le inutile vergogne (2014), and the short-story-essay 
Lettera di un omosessuale alla Chiesa di Roma (2015). 
 

“A novel that has the courage to face universal and 
complex themes, beyond any minimalist trend.” Corriere 
del Mezzogiorno 

FRENCH	CANADIAN	AUTHORS	
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Nadine Bismuth  
UN LIEN FAMILIAL 

(A Family Bond) 
Boréal, October 2018, 328 pages 

 

How does love work in a world like this, where human 
beings are left to their own devices and submitted to 
the diktats of commerce, fashion and a morality based 
solely on appearances? What connects two people to 
each other? Why does love take such a tragic, risible 
turn nowadays? 

Magalie is a kitchen designer. Guillaume is a policeman. 
They are both forty. She lives with a boyfriend who 
cheats on her, and whom she cheats on in return. He is 
separated from the mother of his daughter. They meet 
by chance, through an unlikely family connection, then 
lose touch a few months later. 

This moving, engrossing love story is also a novel of 
manners: a precise and comic portrait, steeped in irony 
and pathos, of a time – our own – when decorating a 
kitchen can be a matter of utmost importance. With her 
corrosive gaze, sharp wit and elegant, crystal-clear prose, 
familiar to the many readers of her previous work, 
Nadine Bismuth’s new novel is a mirror held up to 
ourselves and what has become of our lives in a world of 
which we are the makers, witnesses and crazed, pathetic 
protagonists. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Nadine Bismuth has published two 
collections of short stories, LES GENS FIDÈLES NE FONT PAS 
LES NOUVELLES (1999) and et ÊTES-VOUS MARIÉE À UN 
PSYCHOPATHE ? (2009), as well as two novels, SCRAPBOOK 
(2004) and UN LIEN FAMILIAL (2018), all published by 
Éditions du Boréal. Her work is translated into several languages. 
She lives in Montreal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Marie-Claire Blais 
SOIFS #1 

(These Festive Nights) 
Boréal, 1996-2018, 328 pages 

 

◊ Prix du Gouverneur général 1996. 

◊ In this swirling, baroque fresco, Marie-Claire 
Blais captures the essence of our apocalyptic age, 
rendering it in powerfully evocative prose. 

◊ Critics around the world called this book a tour 
de force, comparing Blais with Virginia Woolf, 
Dante, Sophocles, and Shakespeare. 

◊ These Festive Nights, Thunder and Light, 
Augustino and the Choir of Destruction, and 
Rebecca, Born in the Maelstrom are acclaimed as 
one of the greatest undertakings in modern 
Quebec fiction. 

The first volume in Marie-Claire Blais' prize-winning 
series. 

A sun-drenched paradise in the Gulf of Mexico 
surrounded by the glimmering blue sea; Renata is 
convalescing on this island poised between two worlds: 
between great wealth and extreme poverty, between the 
past and an uncertain future, between the beauty of the 
world and the horrors of history. 

During her time here, Renata becomes tormented by 
thirst -- for justice, for pleasure, for intoxication -- while 
all around her, festivities are going on in join celebration 
of the birth of baby Vincent and the end of the twentieth 
century. Over the course of three days and three nights a 
flock of characters assembles: wealthy, poor, writers, 
artists facing their own mortality, children immersed in 
innocent games, young men dying of AIDS, refugees, the 
Ku Klux Klan -- an entire spectrum of humanity is 
depicted in the grip of doubt and suffering. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marie-Claire Blais is the 
internationally revered author of more than twenty-five books, 
many of which have been published around the world. In 
addition to the Governor General's Literary Award for Fiction, 
which she has won four times, Blais has been awarded the 
Gilles-Corbeil Prize, the Médicis Prize, the Molson Prize, and 
Guggenheim Fellowships. She divides her time between 
Quebec and Florida. 
 

« Ce Soifs éblouissant et  apocalyptique m’apparait 
comme « le » grand roman de la littérature québécoise.  » 
Dominique Tessier, Lettres québécoises 

		 	



Lester Agency / Winter 2018 / Fiction Catalogue 

 17 

THRILLER	/	CRIME	/	NOIR	

Sophia Raymond  
LE CERCLE DE CAÏN 

(Cain’s Circle) 
Michel Lafon, October 2018, 288 pages 

 
 

1991, Ōtzal in the Alps, on the border between Italy 
and Austria, a mummified body is found in a glacier by 
a couple of hikers. The autopsy will reveal that Otzi, as 
he is now called, died 5.000 years ago from an arrow 
wound, making him the first murder victim known to 
man. 
 
Not long after the discovery, people from the team who 
proceeded to extract Otzi from his glacier start to die in 
odd circumstances: the hiker first, then the mountaineer, 
the coroner etc. Rumours of a curse start to grow. 

Journalist Clara Fischer, stuck in a personal and 
professional rut, immediately spots a huge potential 
scoop, and the opportunity to relaunch her career. Her 
determination to solve these mysterious deaths will bring 
her in close contact with deadly forces. 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sophia Raymond has a PhD in 
Chemistry and had a first career in the pharmacy industry. Her 
passion for history and mysteries past and present similarly 
inspired the writing of her critically acclaimed début thriller LE 
CERCLE DE DINAS BRAN (Presses de la Cité 2015). Both 
books are inspired from true events. 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sophie Audouin-Mamikonian 
NOS DESTINS INACHEVÉS 

(Our Unfinished Future) 
Michel Lafon, October 2018, 430 pages 

 
 

A hunted woman. 
A man in search of truth. 
A race against time. 
 
Prominent scientist Catherine was left no choice. With 
her husband murdered just as they were about to find 
out the key to everlasting life, she flees to New York and 
goes into hiding, working as a night maid to sustain 
herself. When wealthy entrepreneur Maximilien finds out 
that the person in charge of cleaning their lab is a 
renowned researcher, he is convinced she has been sent 
to spy on them. He tries to confront her and falls under 
the spell of this broken woman. But as he tries to get 
closer to her, Catherine disappears. �Has her troubled past 
caught up with her? Has she chosen to run away once 
again? One thing is for sure: Maximilien will do everything 
to find the truth. 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sophie Audouin-Mamikonian was 
born in 1961, the scion of a line of playwrights and authors on 
her father’s side, and a dynasty of princes of Armenia on her 
mother’s side. Her previous books include the international 
best-selling children series Tara Duncan, which sold 10 million 
copies worldwide - 2 million copies in France alone, and Indiana 
Teller. She is also the author of LA DANSE DES OBÈSES, an 
adult thriller published by Robert Laffont in 2008. NOS 
DESTINS INACHEVÉS is her first romance. 
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Margot D. Marguerite  
LA VIEILLE DAME QUI NE VOULAIT PAS 

MOURIR AVANT DE L’AVOIR REFAIT 
 (The Old Lady That Didn’t Want To Die  

Before A Do-Over) 
La Manufacture de livres, January 2019,  512 pages 

 

◊ A noir novel that overturns all codes and defies 
expectations. 

◊ It takes its readers on a jaunt across France in 
the footsteps of a heroine who is ready to reign 
in chaos. 

An originally structured noir, this novel does not let up, 
leading the reader from one surprise to the next. 

Pauline thought that she was finished with the hassles of 
the world. She had put her memories of war and 
resistance behind her. But when her granddaughter 
becomes the target of a particularly violent prostitution 
ring, she cannot rest. Gangsters, killers and rotten cops 
should be prepared: beware of old ladies. Their lives have 
been longer and richer, their friendships are stronger, and 
their minds are more seasoned. And when the thirst for 
vengeance is added to the mix ... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Actor, screenwriter and former 
member of the Archaos Circus, Margot D. Marguerite lives on 
the Causse de Gramat. 

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hervé Le Corre 
DANS L’OMBRE DU BRASIER 

(In the Shadow of the Inferno) 
Rivages noir, January 2019 384 pages 

 

In a similar vein to L'Homme aux lèvres de saphir, 
Le Corre intertwines a nail-bitingly suspenseful criminal 
investigation into the tragic saga of the Communards. 

Paris, May 1871: The Paris Commune’s “bloody week” is 
the culmination of the savage clash between 
Communards and the regular army Versailles forces. 
Amidst the bombs and the chaos, a photographer 
fascinated by young women’s suffering takes "suggestive" 
photos to sell to clients with very particular tastes. One 
market day, Caroline, the sweetheart of Nicolas, who is 
fighting alongside the Communards, simply vanishes. A 
Communard police officer, a principled man with a strong 
sense of duty, searches for her amidst the street-fighting, 
the fires and the massacres. 

While Paris is burning, Caroline, who has been locked up 
and “forgotten” in a cellar that no one has the key to, is 
struggling to survive. �So begins a race against time, while 
the countdown that will inevitably lead to the fall of the 
Commune has also started. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hervé Le Corre is one of the 
greatest contemporary French crime-fiction writers. He has won 
every detective-novel prize there is. His novels PRENDRE LES 
LOUPS POUR DES CHIENS (Mistaking Wolves for Dogs) and 
APRÈS LA GUERRE (After the War) are critically acclaimed 
best-sellers that have been translated into several languages. 
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HIGHLIGHTS	

Astrid Eulalie 
LA MINUTE CHAT 

(Cat Time) 
First, November 2018, 160 pages � 

 

◊ Offer from Poland. 

◊ 20 essential rituals of a cat life to finally be 
happy: sleep, living in the present, love, play, be 
independant, minimalist, curious and much 
more! 

Feline rituals to be happy everyday. 

Every cat owner quickly understands that it is not the cat 
that lives at his place but the contrary. It is to know that 
king cat – barely – tolerates his master’s presence on HIS 
territory. It is only once this assumption is agreed that the 
unbalanced relationship can start and that everyone – 
mostly the cat – can find his share. 

Adopting a cat includes becoming a doorman, a litter 
cleaner, a waiter and a hair vacuum cleaner. BUT, and this 
is when it gets interesting, observing our cats also allows 
us – retarded living beings, to learn the most important 
things in life. A cat teaches us to place comfort on top of 
all existential values, to cherish our liberty (who has ever 
forced his cat to do anything against its will?) and to use 
our assets to get more or less everything we want. This 
book will tell you how much adopting a cat, will change 
the life of all family members. It is also a guide on what 
cats can teach us. 

What if we all learned from these cute though deceitful, 
lazy and despising creatures? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR : Astrid Eulalie is a lifestyle 
author. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Alexandre Sargos  
TOLKIEN À VINGT ANS 

(Tolkien At 20  
The Youth Of The Father Of The Modern Fantasy) 

Au diable vauvert, January 2019, 128 pages 

 
◊ A biopic on Tolkien’s childhood with Lily Collins, 

Nicholas Hoult, Craig Roberts is scheduled in 
2019. 

A biography of the father of the modern fantasy 
until he was 20years old.  

Death was invited early in the life of John Ronald Reuel 
Tolkien, born in 1892 in South Africa. That of his parents, 
of friends, that of the rural forest society, swept away by 
the industrial revolution, those of modern wars, of which 
he was a miracle. Death accompanies his childhood, his 
youth, an unexpected muse that will push him to create 
another world in which the Beatnik generation engulfed, 
then millions of readers. 

It was around the age of 20, during the First World War, 
that his future mythology was born, with the creation of 
his first Elvish languages, his first legends, published after 
his death by his son Christopher: The Book of Lost 
stories. The first stone of a work that will conquer the 
world, the origin of the Lord of the Rings. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR : Alexandre Sargos is a 
photographer and journalist. Co- writer of Yakuza : enquête au 
cœur de la mafia japonaise (Flammarion 2005), co-filmaker of 
Le XV des cités, documentary (Canal+ 2007). And many photo 
documentary published and awarded in France and abroad. 

 
	

 
	

	 	



Lester Agency / Winter 2018 / Fiction Catalogue 

 21 

PSYCHOLOGY	&	SELF	HELP	

Anne de Pomereu 
ÉLOGE DE LA PASSOIRE:  

RETROUVER SA MÉMOIRE 
(Pray For The Sieve) 

JC Lattès, October 2018, 300 pages 

 

◊ Offers in Italy. 

In this essay filled with concrete examples, discover the 
secrets of memory in the light of cognitive science. 

 “My goal in writing this book is to extract from all the 
present scientific data that exists on memory function the 
most relevant, simple and practical data that will help 
each one of us develop, understand and efficiently utilize 
our memory’s capabilities.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Isabelle Crouzet 
LE POUVOIR DU SOURIRE 

(Smile Power) 
JC Lattès, January 2019 

 

◊ This is a perfect little book, original and with a 
lot of information.  

◊ After reading this book, you’ll want to smile all 
the time because to smile is to take the first step 
to finding joy in life!! 

Do you know that one smile  is enough to lower blood 
pressure, slow down your pulse and lower the stress 
hormone cholesterol? A smile reduces conflict, 
regulates emotion and social interaction.   

A smile is more than a display of joy, it is an excellent 
remedy that we too often neglect and it fastens us to 
each other like Velcro. 
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ESSAYS	

Sylvie Aubenas & Claude Schopp 
L’ORIGINE DU MONDE. VIE DU MODÈLE 

(The Origin Of The World. A Model’s Life) 
Libella, October 2018, 160 pages 

 
 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Berenberg), Argentina 
(Libros del Zorzal). 

◊ Ongoing offer in Italy. 

In this short essay, Claude Schopp describes how he 
came across new elements enabling him to identify the 
model in Gustave Courbet’s celebrated painting, 
L’origine du monde.  

A strong literary essay that sheds new light on Gustave 
Courbet's famous and at time scandalous painting 
L'Origine du monde ("The Origin of the World") that 
may be seen at the Musée d'Orsay and belonged for a 
while to Jacque Lacan. 

As he was working on the correspondance between 
George Sand & Dumas son, Claude Schopp inadvertently 
resolved  a 152 years old mystery, unveiling the identity 
of the young woman who posed as a model for Courbet 
: Constance Queniault. Weaving himself into the text, he 
tells us what is known about the dancer and 
demimondaine who posed for Courbet. In a preface, 
Sylvie Aubenas, art historian and director of the 
engravings and photography department at the BNF 
(National Library of France), backs his theory up, and tells 
us the story behind the famous painting. This book tells 
us everything that’s known about the dancer with the 
dark eyebrows who would soon become a 
demimondaine and the well-kept mistress of a rich man, 
and later a woman of good deeds, known for her 
charitable work. Through excerpts from her letters, 
articles and her will, he gradually offers a face and a soul 
to the woman whose genitalia are the very incarnation of 
Realism. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR : Claude Schopp is a renowned 
specialist in the life and work of Alexandre Dumas. In addition 
to having edited a great number of critical editions, he has 
discovered several of the novelist’s hitherto unknown works, 
most notably LE CHEVALIER DE SAINTE HERMINE (The 
Knight of Sainte Hermine). In 2017, DUMAS FILS OU L’ANTI-
OEDIPE that he wrote with Marianne Schopp, his wife, received 
the prestigious Goncourt Prize for Biography. 

 
 

 

 
 

Harry Bellet 
FAUSSAIRES ILLUSTRES  

Illustrious Forgers 
Actes Sud, October 2018, 180 pages 

 
◊ Ongoing offer in Italy. 

Did you know that 40% of the works at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art of New York are 
forgeries, at least according to its former director, 
Thomas Hoving? And after further investigation, it 
seems that this may be an underestimate! 

In a short 180 pages long essay, Harry Bellet presents 
eight notorious scandals – the most recent being the 
‘Beltracchi Affair’, in which the German forger managed 
to sell dozens of forgeries between 1990 and 2010 – all 
recounted in this delightful book.   
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Cédric Delaunay 
GAME OF THRONES  

DE L'HISTOIRE À LA SÉRIE 
Nouveau Monde, October 2018, 288 pages 

 

For the first time, a historian and fan of GOT 
demonstrates the deep influences of historical events 
and characters in the creation of George Martin’s 
universe. The saga can actually be read as a “re- 
creation” of ancient and medieval History. 

Behind the cruel and fantastic fresco imagined by George 
R.R. Martin and enriched by the writers, hide many 
references to our history. From Antiquity to the Second 
World War, the past is an inexhaustible source of 
inspiration for the saga. 

A veritable vade-mecum of the Game of Thrones 
universe, this richly illustrated book is an invitation to dive 
into the most tumultuous pages of our history. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Janet Borg & Anny-Chantal Levasseur-Regourd 
L'EXPLORATION COMÉTAIRE   

 (The Comet Exploration, from Antiquity to Rosetta) 
Nouveau Monde, January 2018, 232 pages 

 

With the European mission Rosetta, scientists and 
engineers have for the first time been able to 
accompany the race of a comet around the sun, study 
continuously its evolution and deposit a lander on its 
surface.  

This feat marks a new chapter in the history of comet 
research. Started several centuries ago with the first 
observations of these stars, this story never stopped. She 
led the women and men who wrote it to accomplish 
feats in understanding and exploring these primordial 
objects of our solar system. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Specialists over the past thirty 
years of these studies, Janet Borg and Anny-Chantal 
Levasseur-Regourd share their knowledge and their 
enthusiasm in front of this exceptional adventure, from 
the first drawings of comets of the 1st millennium before 
our era to the images which revealed the fantastic 
landscapes of 67P / Churyumov-Gerasimenko 
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